ng                                              LETTER FROM COURT

but a proper place must also be appointed for them to retire to, and every
aid given them in providing for their subsistence in case Pondichcrry and
Karrical shall be in the possession of Hyder, or threatened by him, or until
the period shall arrive for delivering up those places to the French.

[9] When the terms ancient possessions were used in the i6th article,
the two Courts intended not to support any change made during the present
war in India with European powers; you are therefore to understand
possessions, thus described, to mean the territories held by each po\\cr
in the year 1776, before the commencement of the present war, the
ministers both of France and England having agreed -upon this interpre-
tation. But as it is impossible for us to define, with any degree of accuracy,
the limits of the respective territories of Hyder Aly and Mahomed Aly as
they stood in 1776 we direct that you take every possible means to
ascertain the same with the utmost precision.

[10] We have no doubt but that France will have withdrawn her
troops from Hyder Aly long before you will receive information from us
of the ratification of the definitive treaty, and consequently before any
restitution is to be made. As, however, His Most Christian Majesty,
desirous of evincing his sincere disposition to promote a general pacification
in India, has consented not to require the restitution of Pondichcrry and
Karrical until his Commanders shall have withdrawn their assistance from
Hyder Aly you are not to restore these places until such event has actually
taken place.

[11] As this letter is circular to all our settlements you are to follow
such directions as are contained herein, as far as they may have any
relation to your Presidency.

We are,
Your affectionate friends,
Henry Fletcher/ Nathi. Smith/].
Manship/Heny. Savage/John Harii-
son/John Smith/John Roberts/L.
Darell/Chas. Boddam/Jac. Wilkin-
son / George Tatem / Ben. Booth /
Joseph Sparkcs / Jn. Townson / W.
London,                                          Bensley / George    Cuming / John
[the] 6th March 1783.                       Hunter/Jacob Bosanquet/F. Baring,
Company's Separate Secret Letter to Bengal.
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